The Hats Off Award, which has been given annually since 1996, recognizes individuals, groups, organizations or businesses whose actions have made a significant positive impact on Main Street and the Association.

The Award itself is a sculpture representing elements found in the Main Street streetscape.  Ti incorporates a reproduction of the top of one of West Main Street’s art carved walking sticks mounted on an actual Main Street brick base.
Past recipients have been recognized for development, volunteerism or service, leadership promotion and influential design and include the following:

·         Architect Norman berry

·         Mayor Jerry Abramson

·         Jack Hillerich, Hillerich & Bradsby

·         Tom Owen, Metro Councilman & University of Louisville Archivist

·         Brown-Forman Corp.

·         David L. Armstrong, former Mayor

·         David Karem, Waterfront Development Corp.

·        Volunteer Extraordinaire, Martha Cull

·         Mary Mosely, Al J Schneider Co. (Galt House)

·         Marlow burt, former President of Kentucky Center

·        Biff Roberts, retired exec from National City and one of the founding members of Main Street Association

·         And Many more…

This year’s Hat’s Off Award goes to a true pioneer on Main Street.  He wasn’t there here George Rogers Clark built Fort Nelson at 7th and Main, nor was he here when Kentucky’s “gentle giant” Jim Porter used to drive his coach down Main Street to Portland.

The person – or rather, entire family – officially arrived on Main Street in 1950, 59 years ago, and they have been at the forefront in the development of Main Street for over half a century.  The Hubbuch Family – patriarch, Cornelius (Cornie) Hubbuch, and sons John and Glenn – came to Main Street when Main Street was not cool.

Cornie, who passed away almost 15 years ago, is often referred to as “the father of modern Main Street”. His sons were just children at the time – you may say they grew up on Main Street.  Cornie purchased 324 West Main Street for 75,000 dollars – a lot of money in 1950.  The building was dilapidated and was about to be demolished for a parking lot.

Friends and business associates thought Cornie was crazy to move his growing and successful interior design business to Main Street.  However, Cornie, a true visionary, was convinced the Main Street should be preserved and that the City of Louisville, one day, would return to the River and to Main.

Cornie took a contractor friend, Joe Dalhem, to look at the building just to see if it was structurally sound.  Joe said, “It’s a great building.  It’s as sound as can be.  Obviously, Cornie, the square footage meets your needs, but, I wouldn’t move there.  Have you looked at the neighborhood?  You’ll be out of business in two years if you move down there.”

Well, being the hard headed Dutchman that he was, Cornie ignored Dalhem’s advice and made the move 59 years ago.

Then, some 25 years later, things began to happen on Main Street.  Again, with an eye on the future, Cornie called a meeting – at Hubbuch’s of course – of the other business people on the street and convinced them that, working together, the area could really be a catalyst for the redevelopment of downtown.  Thus, the Main Street Association was born and Cornie Hubbuch served as its first president.

He was instrumental in convincing the City to look at Main Street for the location of the National History Museum.  Thus, today we have the Louisville Science Center, which is located in the old Carter Dry Goods Building.   Cornie and Biff Roberts raised over 400,000 dollars in just a few months to meet a challenge grant from the Brown Foundation.

Today Hubbuch & Co is in god hands.  John serves as President of the company his father founded back in 1933, he is a graduate of the University of Notre Dame and is passionate about the future of Hubbuch’s and the future of Main Street.  His brother Glenn serves as the company’s chief architect and Vice President, and has been responsible for the design of many high-profile projects such as interior renovations at Churchill Downs and the Galt House Hotel and Suites.  Glenn is a graduate of the University of Kentucky College of Architecture, and has led the architecture side of the business since it began – about 33 years ago.

Running a family business isn’t easy, but the entire Hubbuch family, including wives Diane and Linda, with Cornie looking down from above, will be starting their 77th year in business in just a few months…most of those years spent on Main Street.
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